
Dear B-14 Families, 
 

I hope that during the past few weeks you have all been safe and healthy.  I, as well as the 
many other teachers I have spoken to, sincerely miss being able to see all of your kids on a daily basis.  
In the meantime, we have been working diligently to create educational learning opportunities for 
the home environment that continue to provide your child with lessons and activities that directly 
align with their individualized IEPs and closely mirror the type of activities that are provided in the 
school environment.  We, as the Gengras teachers, are trying our best, and now comes the part 
where we ask you to try your best.  What does that mean?  Well, some days you are going to feel like 
you are teacher of the year, and other days you might decide that your school is having an early 
release day!  Both of those days are more than fine!  Also, know that you have the flexibility to create 
a daily schedule to fit the needs of your family, but I am here to help if you need any ideas.   

 
To all the parents who are still reading this with an uneasy feeling, thinking “What is about to come 
my way?,” please know that I have created weekly plans that will hopefully be enjoyable to your 
child, and in many cases, siblings may be able to join in as well.  For example, morning meeting, math 
scavenger hunts, cooking, or read aloud time, can be family events.  I have also added technology 
activities, as well as outdoor or material based activities to add some variety to the weekly plans.  
Each week, with materials arriving Friday for the following week, you will be provided with a lesson 
plan menu, additional digital materials, and a resource list to remind you of the web pages, iPad apps, 
usernames, passwords etc.  There will be basic directions with all activities, but if you need further 
clarification, please just email me at cglabau@usj.edu and I will email back or call you to help. 
 
I also ask that during this whole process you keep me informed as to what is working, what is not 
working, activities your child enjoyed, activities that the whole family enjoyed, etc.  I will be sending 
out a weekly email with a few of these feedback questions to keep in close communication over this 
whole process.  I will also be calling at least once a week so we have a chance to talk over the phone.  
Please know that you and I have just become co-teachers (a job you might not have applied for!), so 
we will need to be in contact to collaborate and have open and honest communication.   
 
I look forward to working with each and every one of you!  Together we will work to make this a 
successful experience for your child, and your family as a whole.  Stay healthy and well! 
 

Sincerely, 

Christine Glabau 

cglabau@usj.edu 

 

Please see next page for general announcement. 
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General Announcements: 

Technology: Many of the listed activities requires a form a technology.  Listed with each weekly 
lesson plan will be a resource list, with usernames and passwords if required.  During this first full 
week of at home learning, it will take some time to get everyone logged in and able to access the 
necessary materials.  When trying to log in, if you have difficulty, please email me at cglabau@usj.edu 
and I will call you to try and troubleshoot the problem.  While I am excited about many of these 
programs and the experience they can provide, some are new to me, and will also be new to your 
child.  Together we will work to make sure everyone can access and be successful with all the 
necessary components for each piece of technology.   

Please note, that if you are trying to log on to Lexia Core5 or Khan Academy Kids, there is a good 
chance that those apps are not previously installed on a Gengras Center iPad.  Please go to the self-
service app, look for the two programs, and press install, to have them added to your iPad.  Again, if 
you experience difficulties with trying to access these apps, do not hesitate to email me and I can 
help walk you through this process. 

 

Cooking Disclaimer:  A weekly recipe will be provided with ingredients that you may possibly have in 
the house.  However, I realize that not everyone will have everything, and this is not a time to be 
running for the store to grab one ingredient.  If you cannot follow the provided recipe, please do not 
worry!  Instead, invite your child to make a simple snack, help make a small breakfast, or even a 
dessert for the family.  Use what you have in the house to practice following simple cooking 
directions, identifying ingredients, identifying cooking utensils, following cooking safety rules, and 
overall just have fun being together.  This is also a great activity for siblings to join in the fun!   

 

Newspaper: Each Friday our language arts period includes making a weekly wrap up newspaper, 
much like the ones we make on a weekly basis at school.  If you are able to take and print your own 
pictures, that is great.  If not, I have a folder of past pictures saved on my computer, and I can email 
you 4-5 pictures for you to print and use.  Please email me at cglabau@usj.edu, if you need pictures 
at any point in time to complete the newspaper activity.  If printing pictures is not an option, 
choosing 4-5 pictures to discuss with your child is another way to complete this activity. Some 
questions you could ask your child while discussing or writing sentences about the pictures include, 
but are not limited to:  who is in the picture, what are you/we doing, how are people feeling in this 
picture, which picture is your favorite, etc.  
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